
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kirschner Trusts 
2022 Grant Guidelines 

DEADLINES 

Grant application opens: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 
Deadline to request application access: Friday, September 23, 2022 at 5:00 pm 
Grant application deadline: Friday, September 30, 2022 at 5:00 pm 

OVERVIEW 
The son of a Polish immigrant, Phil Kirschner moved to Muskogee in 1905, the same year oil was discovered in Oklahoma. After 
spending much of his young life helping his family run their mercantile business, he decided to pursue business ventures of his 
own. By the age of 22, Phil had drilled his first well and, in the 1950s, he opened the North Glenpool field. 

Louisiana native, Roberta Freedman moved to the Indian Territory of Fort Gibson with her family in the early 1900s where her 
father set up shop as a merchant. Roberta left the area after high school to attend college in Missouri but eventually returned 
to Muskogee in 1937 with her daughter, Miriam, following the death of her first husband.  

Roberta and Phil married in 1954 and, together, the couple became quiet philanthropists, focusing much of their charitable 
giving on nonprofit organizations in and around the Muskogee area. After Phil’s death in 1981, five charitable trusts were 
established to ensure their legacy would live on. After Roberta's death in 1985, her daughter, Miriam Freedman, continued 
administering the trusts. 

In 2013, after overseeing the family’s foundation for more than 30 years, Miriam transferred the Kirschner Trusts to the 
Oklahoma City Community Foundation. Today, the Kirschner Trusts award grants to charitable organizations that support 
causes important to the family. Funding areas include: 

1) Jewish Education, Culture & Heritage 
2) Educational & Vocational Opportunities for Children & Young Adults with Disabilities 
3) Eastern Oklahoma Charitable Organizations 

The Kirschner Trusts also provide scholarship support to students, ages 25 and under, who have been orphaned or are living in 
foster care or a residential facility through the Oklahoma Youth with Promise Scholarship program.  

FUNDING AREAS 

1) Jewish Education, Culture & Heritage  

Goal: To support Jewish organizations that provide: 

• Social services, counseling and education specifically targeted to children and young adults (ages 0 - 24) of Jewish 
heritage. 

• Public understanding related to Jewish religion and cultural heritage. 

2) Educational & Vocational Opportunities for Children & Young Adults with Disabilities 

Goal: To support organizations that provide children and young adults living with disabilities (ages 0 - 24) educational and 
vocational opportunities that contribute to their independence and self-sustainability.  

If you plan to apply under this funding category, please note the following:  
• Social services are beyond the scope of this grant program unless they specifically contribute to independent living. 
• Applicants may only request program/project-based support. Requests for General Operating Support will not be 

considered.  

https://occf.academicworks.com/opportunities/3869


 
3) Eastern Oklahoma Charitable Organizations 

Goal: To support organizations that are meeting the social, economic and educational needs of their communities.  

Strong preference will be given to organizations that are based in, or directly serve, Muskogee and the surrounding areas. 
 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

• 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations that serve and are located in the state of Oklahoma. 
• Nonexempt organizations that qualify for the use of charitable dollars such as schools, local government agencies, or 

state/city connected agencies may apply as long as the funding request is for public programs that take place in 
Oklahoma. 

• Grants will not be made to individuals or private foundations. 
 

Submitting organizations that do NOT have a GiveSmartOKC profile OR a Charitable Organization Endowment (COE) Fund with 
OCCF, will be required to submit the following documents as part of their application: 1) IRS determination letter;  2) Board of 
Directors roster; 3) financial position; 4) statement of activities.  
 
GRANT RANGE: Up to $50,000 
 
SERVICE AREA 
Projects, programs and services must take place within the state of Oklahoma.  
 
ALLOWABLE EXPENSES 

• Applicants may submit funding requests for one-time projects/activities, on-going programs that continue beyond the 
funding timeframe OR General Operating Support (dependent upon the funding area). 

• Grants will NOT be awarded for capital campaigns, fundraising events/activities, research projects, vehicle purchase, or 
facility construction. 

• Investment in equipment may be allowed but should not be a primary expense unless central to the project’s success. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

Step 1 – Request Access to the Official Application 

To gain access to the online application, all potential applicants must email kirschner@occf.org no later than 5:00 pm on 
Friday, September 23, 2022 with the information below. Please use the name of the funding category under which you are 
applying as your subject line (ex: “Eastern Oklahoma Charitable Organizations”). 

1) Your organization’s name, contact information and physical address. 
2) If you are applying for project/program support, provide a brief overview of the proposed project/program that 

includes the main activities and estimated timeline. If you are applying for General Operating Support, please provide a 
description of the organization’s main programming and activities and how your work aligns with the OCCF goal for 
your funding area. 

3) The target group(s) and approximate number of participants/direct beneficiaries. 

Step 2 – Complete and Submit an Official Application 
If your request is approved, you will receive an email with an access code and link to the online application. Applications must 
be submitted no later than the official grant deadline of 5:00 pm on Friday, September 30, 2022. Grantees will be notified of a 
decision by November 2022. 
 
REPORTING 
Grantees will be required to submit one or more evaluation reports via OCCF’s online grants platform. The number of reports 
will be dependent upon the size of the grant award. 
 
QUESTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS 
Applicants are welcome to address questions or concerns by emailing kirschner@occf.org or by contacting Leslie Woodward at 
L.woodward@occf.org or (405) 606-2911.  
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