1000 N. Broadway Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73102 • 405/235-5603 • fax 405/235-5612
www.occf.org @occforg www.Facebook.com/occf.org

Parks & Public Space Initiative
2021 Grant Application Guidelines and Information
Deadline: On or before July 15, 2021 at 5 p.m.
Overview
The Parks & Public Space Initiative supports the beautification, development and activation of neighborhood/community
parks, school parks, trails and other public lands. This initiative grew out of the Margaret Annis Boys Trust, which was
established through a gift from Miss Boys’ estate in 1991 to support and encourage landscaping and beautification projects
in parks, medians and other public lands in Oklahoma City. Grant awards will vary depending on the size and complexity
of the project. In addition to funding, Oklahoma City Community Foundation staff will provide project expertise.
Who is eligible to apply?
• Neighborhood/community groups connected to parks, school parks, trails and other public spaces in Oklahoma
County.
• Any 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization providing direct services and that has a governing board based in Oklahoma
County.
• Local government agencies or state and city-connected agencies.
Grant Funding Goals:
1. Encourage landscaping and beautification projects in public community spaces including:
neighborhood/community parks, school parks, trails, public medians and other public lands in central Oklahoma.
2. Increase utilization of public spaces which are open and accessible to citizens for recreation, cultural and health
improvement.
3. Support programming consistent with the priorities identified in the 2020 Oklahoma City Parks Master Plan
(www.occf.org/okcparksplan).
4. Engage community groups, neighborhoods, businesses and other nonprofit organizations to improve our public
community spaces
5. Increase community awareness, involvement and stewardship of our public community spaces.
Priorities and requirements for considered funding:
• Existing neighborhood/community parks, school parks, trails, public medians and other open and accessible
public properties will be the primary focus area for implementation of approved projects.
• The majority of Parks and Public Space Initiative grants are infrastructure and support activities or programs.
• Projects must be completed within a year after funding notification.
• All proposed projects must be open and accessible to the public during reasonable usage hours.
• All proposed projects must be located within Greater Oklahoma City with Oklahoma County being the priority.
• The proposed project must provide documentation of approval by the government entity directly responsible for
the management and oversight of the project.
• Projects and programs must be consistent with the 2020 Oklahoma City Parks Master Plan
(www.occf.org/okcparksplan).
• Neighborhood streetscapes are a low priority for grant funding.
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A comprehensive site plan of the proposed project must be included with the grant application. The application
must include current and future phases of the project if multi-phased. It can be professionally prepared or
presented as a graphic over a Google Earth image.
A significant volunteer component is required for each grant proposal. The volunteer group must share an active
role in the planning, implementation and ongoing maintenance of the project.
A realistic location, installation and maintenance plan with identified responsibilities and budget must be
submitted to ensure the project’s sustainability. Tree plantings typically require a three-year maintenance plan to
ensure establishment.
Proposed grant requests supporting bond issue and other publically funded projects will be considered on a caseby-case basis. There must be strong evidence that the project is ready to move forward immediately and that the
Parks Initiative grant portion will play a significant role in the overall success and impact of the project.

NOTE: All physical improvement plans are subject to city regulations and all applicable permits. In some cases approved
projects may require more public involvement, possibly including: Oklahoma City Council support, Planning Department
approval, Parks Commission approval, school board approval, etc. If a project is accepted, the goal of the Oklahoma City
Community Foundation is to help with this process. However, the responsibility for this process lies with the funded
organization. All awards are contingent upon approval by appropriate government entities.
Application Process
1. Prior to receiving an application to apply, applicants must contact Brian Dougherty at b.dougherty@occf.org or by
phone at 405-235-5603 no later than July 9, 2021, to ensure your project is within the scope of the Parks
Initiative Grant criteria.
2. Grant applications will be accepted via an online process after an organization has requested and been invited to
apply. The invitation to apply will include an access code and URL link for the online application.
Grant Project Narrative, Budget, Evaluation & Reporting
• The grant application includes specific questions including:
o Description of the project for which funding support is requested; is this project new or an expansion of
an existing project/program?
o Statement for the need for the project
o Description and number of participants of who will utilize the space
o Timeline for implementation
• An accurate and detailed budget must be submitted including an itemized list of all the components for the
project. If the project is multi-phased, the submission must identify which item is included in each phase. Please
indicate how you plan to sustain the project beyond the initial grant funding.
• The proposal must include a match amount from the applicant. Future landscape maintenance expenses for the
project are not considered for the match. Match amounts vary depending on the grant request and the complexity
of the project.
• A project/program evaluation or outcome measurement plan will be required. Applicants will need to demonstrate
an evaluation component that reviews the success of the projects/programs and ensures continued maintenance
and sustainability. Evidence of activation will be required.
• Grantees will be required to submit evaluation reports via an online process for one (1) year after the award has
been made or until the funded program/project is completed.
• Funds provided by the Oklahoma City Community Foundation in support of identified parks projects or
programs will be held in escrow and will be distributed as expenses are incurred.
Grant Deadline and Notification
Deadline for submission of all grant application materials is 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 15, 2021. The grant application will
be reviewed by a committee and funding recommendations forwarded to the board of Trustees. Grantees will be notified of
a decision by early September.
Questions & Clarifications
Please submit any questions or a need for clarification on any aspect of the application requirements to
b.dougherty@occf.org and note in the subject line “Parks Initiative Grant Application.” Replies will be provided in a timely
manner during the work week. Questions will not be answered after the deadline.

