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Phil and Roberta Kirschner were quiet philanthropists, focusing 
much of their charitable giving on nonprofit organizations in and 
around the Muskogee area. 

The son of a Polish immigrant, a young Phil Kirschner moved to 
Muskogee with his family in 1905, the same year that oil was 
first discovered in Oklahoma near Glenpool. While he earned a 
scholarship to the University of Chicago, he was unable to claim it 
because of family finances; he stayed in Muskogee to  help with the 
family’s mercantile business. Eventually the thrill of discovering oil 
was too much to resist and, by the age of 22, Phil had drilled his first 
oil well. In the 1950s, he opened the North Glenpool field.

A Louisiana native, Roberta moved to Fort Gibson, Indian Territory 
with her family in the early 1900s where her father would set 
up shop as a merchant. After high school, she attended William 
Woods College in Fulton, Missouri. Following the death of her 
first husband in 1937, Roberta moved back to the Muskogee area 
with her young daughter, Miriam. While Roberta was shopping 
in the Kirschner store one day, Phil’s mother pointed her out and 
told Phil that that was the type of woman he should marry. Phil 
soon became a persistent suitor and although it took a while to 
convince her, in 1954 the couple married and established a home 
in Muskogee. Phil died in 1981 and Roberta in 1985.

“She was his greatest admirer; he just adored her,” says Miriam 
Freedman, Roberta’s daughter. “It was a great marriage.”

In addition to his success in the oil industry, Phil was described as 
a true Oklahoma pioneer who was an influence for good in many 
different areas of his community — business, civic, education 
and philanthropy. It is his and his wife’s philanthropy that lives 
on to this day through charitable trusts established following 
Phil’s death. Several trusts support grants to nonprofits in the 
Muskogee area that provide direct services in the areas of health 
and disabilities, youth, education and social services.  Other trusts 
provide Jewish education awards and opportunities for foster 
children. The park trust continues to support enhancements to  
Honor Heights Park, a 132-acre public park in Muskogee. 

Soon after Phil’s death, Roberta’s daughter, Miriam, and her 
husband moved from Dallas to Muskogee to assist her mother with 
administering the trusts. She has continued in that role for more 
than 30 years.

Since 1991, the Kirschner trusts have made frequent grants 
to several endowment funds at the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation. Mrs. Freedman says the idea of transferring the 
trusts’ assets to the Oklahoma City Community Foundation was 
considered by the trustees for several years. 

“One of the problems family foundations face is mortality and 
inactive trustees,” she says. “A number of years ago, we began 
having a conversation with Nancy Anthony, president of the 
Oklahoma City Community Foundation. We had been collaborating 
on a number of projects; we were impressed by the experience.”

In 2013, the trustees of the trusts voted to transfer the assets 
of three of the Kirschner Trusts Funds to establish an affiliated 
fund at the Oklahoma City Community Foundation. The E. 
Phil and Roberta L. Kirschner Foundation Affiliated Fund will 
continue the family’s support of Muskogee area nonprofit 
organizations, Jewish education programs and opportunities 
for foster children.

E. Phil and Roberta Kirschner Foundation  
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The assets of the three trusts listed below were transferred  
to the Oklahoma City Community Foundation during Fiscal Year  
2013 to establish the Affiliated Fund.

E. Phil and Roberta L. Kirschner Foundation
E. P. and Roberta L. Kirschner Foundation
E.P. and Roberta L. Kirschner Trust
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