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A History of Our Program

John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick: Visionaries for Endowment
Since its beginning in 1970, with a $25,000 gift to benefit the 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation’s charitable organization 
endowment program has grown to more than 330 funds with 
a total market value of $169 million. In October 2015, these 
endowments generated $8 million in annual distributions to 
participating nonprofit organizations. 

This impact in the community is possible today because of the 
vision of our founders, John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick. Committed 
to the idea of creating sustainable revenue sources for charitable 
organizations through endowment, they planted the seeds that 
grew into what is now the nation’s largest program of its kind.

On September 11, 1979, in an effort to help charitable organizations 
build their endowment funds and attract new donors, Mr. Kirkpatrick 
issued a memorandum (see inset page 3) that launched the first 
Kirkpatrick match. This initial match offered funds up to $25,000 

each for 61 Oklahoma City nonprofit organizations to create or add 
to charitable organization endowment funds at the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation. When the match ended on Dec. 20, more than 
170 individual donors contibuted a total of $739,493 in gifts that 
were matched dollar for dollar by John and Eleanor. Between 1979-
99, the couple funded a total of seven additional match opportunities 
for the benefit of charitable organization endowment funds.

“Mr. and Mrs. Kirkpatrick not only started these endowment funds, 
they continued to support them and encourage others to do so 
for the next 20 years,” says Nancy B. Anthony, president. “Their 
commitment was unique and essential to the success of this program 
and the development of endowment funds in the community.”

The tradition continues today through the Kirkpatrick Family 
Fund’s matching endowment program for organizations 
establishing a new fund or working to build an existing 
endowment at the Oklahoma City Community Foundation.

1970
1 fund

$25,000

1975
20 funds

$1.2 million

1980
93 funds

$5.4 million

1985
120 funds

$10.3 million

1990
160 funds

$22.7 million

1970 
The first charitable organization 
endowment is established by 
Oklahoma City banker Jasper D. 
Ackerman to benefit the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum.

1971 
Using proceeds from a real estate 
sale, Harn family member Florence 
Ogden Wilson establishes funds to 
benefit five charitable organizations:  
Oklahoma Zoologicial Society, Allied 
Arts, YWCA, YMCA and the Oklahoma 
City Museum of Art.

1979
John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick offer the 
first challenge match to 61 charitable 
organizations to grow their endowment 
funds, raising nearly $740,000 
from 170 individual donors that the 
Kirkpatricks matched dollar for dollar. 

1992
The Kirkpatricks issue a series 
of six challenges in 1992, 1993, 
1994, 1997, 1998 and 1999 to help 
organizations increase the value 
of their endowment funds and 
attract new donors. 

2001
Central Oklahoma Charities 
is launched at occf.org 
to provide a directory of 
organizations participating in 
the endowment program. 
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Above: Copy of the memorandum from John Kirkpatrick 

initiating the first match challenge. 

Right:  John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick

1995
185 funds

$58.6 million

2000
218 funds

$120.2 million

2005
258 funds

$116.5 million

2010
300 funds

$124.7 million

2015
336 funds

$160.8 million

2016 and Beyond
In 2016, we are offering 
a series of planned 
giving trainings to 
help nonprofits grow 
their endowment funds 
through bequests and 
other estate gifts. We look 
forward to continuing our 
impact in the community 
and building on John 
and Eleanor Kirkpatrick’s 
vision for an endowment 
program that will 
support our community’s 
charitable organizations 
in perpetuity.

2008-09
In recognition 
of the 100th 
anniversary 
of the birth 
of John 
Kirkpatrick, 
the Oklahoma 
City Community 
Foundation and 
the Kirkpatrick 
Family Fund 
offer the John 
Kirkpatrick 
Centennial Endowment Challenge, 
attracting nearly 3,000 donors 
and adding nearly $4 million to 
endowments.

2011 
Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation Trustees offer 
a dollar-for-dollar match 
to charitable organization 
endowments with lower fund 
balances. More than 300 
donors contributed to help 
increase the endowment 
funds of 43 charitable 
organizations by $582,033. 

2012 
GiveSmartOKC.org is launched, 
offering charitable organizations 
in central Oklahoma a platform 
to provide donors with detailed 
information to make informed 
giving decisions. 

2014
The minimum initial gift 
requirement increases to 
$40,000 to provide greater 
annual distributions to 
charitable organizations.

PlannedGiving
A Program of

Seeds of


