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Leading by Example 
John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick understood the power of 
endowment and they were both dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for Oklahoma City residents. The combined effect is 
an enriched community that has benefitted and will continue to 
benefit from the Kirkpatricks’ thoughtful philanthropy.

The couple started the Kirkpatrick Foundation, a private foundation, 
in 1955, and began supporting a variety of cultural and education 
programs that continue today. Their fingerprints are on numerous 
nonprofit organizations including the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, 
Lyric Theatre, Science Museum Oklahoma, Ballet Oklahoma and the 
Oklahoma Zoological Society.
 
By the late 1960s, the Kirkpatricks began to realize that Oklahoma 
City needed its own organization that could serve the charitable 
needs of individuals and organizations. They studied the concept 
of a community foundation, visited with leaders of community 
foundations throughout the country and determined to establish the 
Oklahoma City Community Foundation in 1969 and modeled it after 
two of the oldest and most respected community foundations, The 
Cleveland Foundation and the New York Community Trust.

Initially, the Kirkpatricks provided the leadership, contributions 
and administrative support for the founding of the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation. The couple understood that the 
community foundation would broaden the community’s base of 
philanthropy and its success was key to the overall vitality of 
Oklahoma City. Mr. Kirkpatrick enlisted other community leaders 
such as Dean McGee and Harvey Everest to participate and 
provide leadership in the early years. 

The Kirkpatrick family’s support for the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation has extended well beyond their initial gift and 
leadership. Mr. Kirkpatrick led the Board of Trustees for the first 

10 years and, for a number of years, the couple provided support 
through numerous match opportunities that allowed many nonprofit 
organizations to build their permanent endowment funds.

After Mr. Kirkpatrick turned over the administrative and 
governance duties to others, he began to utilize the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation for his own philanthropy. The 
establishment of the permanent endowments for the Kirkpatrick 
Center and the creation of the Kirkpatrick Family Fund signified 
two of his lifetime philanthropic efforts and represented a 
significant charitable commitment to Oklahoma City that he 
expected to last well beyond his lifetime. 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick passed away in 1998 and Mr. Kirkpatrick died in 
2006 at the age of 98. Together, they left a substantial financial 
legacy but more importantly, an even greater personal legacy 
of generosity and caring. The Kirkpatricks’ only child, Joan, 
provided her leadership for both the Kirkpatrick Foundation 
and the Kirkpatrick Family Fund. Prior to her death in 2009, she 
established several endowment funds that continue to benefit 
the animal welfare organizations she supported during her 
lifetime. Her son, Christian K. Keesee, continues the family’s 
philanthropic efforts through the private foundation, the 
Kirkpatrick Family Fund and his own personal giving.

John Kirkpatrick hired Nancy B. Anthony to serve as the top 
executive of the Oklahoma City Community Foundation in 1985, a 
position she holds still. She has witnessed firsthand the family’s 
thoughtful approach to charitable giving.

“The legacy of many philanthropists is a building named for 
them,” she says. “The Kirkpatrick legacy, the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation, impacts the whole community and will 
do so in perpetuity.”

“They have encompassed and exhibited the highest principles 
of unselfish and generous concern for the well-being and 
quality of life for the people of Oklahoma.”

From a citation issued by Gov. Henry Bellmon in 1988 proclaiming the week of Feb. 14  
the John Elson and Eleanor Blake Kirkpatrick Week.
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