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Jack Canine:  Sharing his passion
Jack Canine is passionate about the banjo. So much so that he named his 
manufacturing company The Banjo Corporation.  Thanks to his passion and 
generosity, the instrument that traces its American roots to the 1650s now has a 
museum fitting its rich history.

The founder and former owner of the Indiana-based Banjo Corporation,  
Mr. Canine has played the banjo for most of his life.  He began his collection 
while in his 30s.  In 1998, together with Midwest City attorney and fellow banjo 
enthusiast Brady Hunt, Mr. Canine established the National Four-String Banjo 
Hall of Fame Museum with the donation of his more than 60 ornately decorated 
four-string tenor and plectrum banjos, the signature instruments associated with 
the Jazz Age.  Located in Guthrie, the newly-founded museum immediately held 
the distinction of having the world’s largest banjo collection on public display.

In 2008, Mr. Canine helped the museum secure nearly 200 American-made 
Jazz Age banjos from a private collection.  As a result, the museum’s board 
determined the original museum site in Guthrie was not adequate for such a large 
collection.  With Mr. Canine’s support, the organization purchased a building in 
Oklahoma City’s Bricktown entertainment district and changed its name to the 
American Banjo Museum.  At the same time, Mr. Canine established a $5 million 
permanent endowment at the Oklahoma City Community Foundation for the 
long-term benefit of the museum.

“My passion is to help establish and fund a museum which will allow people of all 
ages and cultural backgrounds to see and develop an appreciation for our national 
instrument, the banjo,” Mr. Canine said when announcing his $5 million gift to 
establish the endowment.  “I believe this is good for our national heritage.”

With Mr. Canine’s support, the American Banjo Museum is more than a 
collection of instruments.  Open since September 2009, the museum now has 
the ability to tell the entire 350-year evolution of the banjo from is introduction 
to America by African slaves to its highest level of popularity during the 1920s 
and 1930s to its role within Bluegrass and Western music.  The museum 
also features a replica of a Shakey’s Pizza Parlor where live banjo music was a 
staple.  As an educational and research facility, the museum houses an extensive 
collection of recordings, films, periodicals and memorabilia, all now available to 
future generations thanks to one man’s passion. 

Noteworthy Events
2001
Following the terrorist attacks in New 
York and Washington, D.C., our staff 
was called upon to provide assistance in 
the establishment and management of 
disaster relief assistance. Based upon 
the lessons learned from the 1995 
Murrah Federal Building bombing, 
the staff played a key role for charitable 
organizations in both communities.

2004
The Trustees participated in a long 
range planning session that would have 
far-reaching results including initiating 
an awareness campaign utilizing a 
broad-based approach. Based upon 
staff growth and increased services to 
donors, the Trustees identified the 
need for a new physical location for the 
organization and established a Facilities 
Committee to review the situation.

2006
The Facilities Committee recommend 
the purchase of a vacant lot at North 
10th Street and Broadway Avenue.  
The Trustees invited six architectural 
firms to submit renderings in an open 
competition before selecting Hornbeek 
Blatt.  Timberlake Construction was 
hired as the general contractor.  
A groundbreaking ceremony was  
held June 23.

2007
On July 2, the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation relocated to 
its new facility at 1000 N. Broadway 
Ave. The 18,000-square-foot facility 
provides both administrative space and  a 
nearly 9,000-square-foot Community 
Room with A/V support and a catering 
kitchen that is used by both the 
organization and fellow nonprofits.

2008-09
In recognition of the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of John Kirkpatrick, the 
Oklahoma City Community Foundation 
and the Kirkpatrick Family Fund offered 
a dollar-for-dollar match up to $5,000.  
The John Kirkpatrick Centennial 
Endowment Challenge attracted nearly 
3,000 donors and added almost 
$4 million to the 280 endowments.
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Banjo enthusiast 
and industrialist 
Jack Canine 
established a  
$5 million 
endowment for  
the benefit of  
the American 
Banjo Museum.


