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The more than 100 scholarship and award endowments administered by the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation are created for a variety of reasons but they all share the common goal of 
rewarding others. The two endowments featured below illustrate both the variety of funds we 
administer and the breadth of individuals assisted by the funds.  The Buttram String Awards has 
been encouraging the study of string music for more than 60 years while the Elsie Mae “Nat” 
Glosemeyer Memorial Scholarship was established 10 years ago to continue one woman’s lifelong 
devotion to helping at-risk students in eastern Oklahoma County.

“The Buttram Awards fund is a great example of how we perpetuate the charitable dreams of 
donors,” says Nancy B. Anthony, executive director of the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation.  “The Glosemeyer fund is a touching story of the impact of one woman on the lives of 
many, including her family, and how they are continuing her legacy.”

As the administrator of Oklahoma’s largest independent scholarship program, we have the 
pleasure to work with both the fund representatives and the recipients, who always appreciate 
not only the support but also the encouragement and vote of confidence each award represents. If 
you are interested in establishing a scholarship or award fund, please contact Anna-Faye Rose at 
405/606-2902.

One Couple’s Love of Music Creates a Lasting Gift
Frank and Merle Buttram were genuine philanthropists. Thanks to their generosity, their love of music 
has continued to make a significant impact on generations of young musicians for more than 60 years.

Mrs. Buttram, a former professor of violin at the University of Oklahoma, shared a deep 
appreciation for music with Frank, her husband of 50 years. The successful oilman and 
millionaire loved to recall that the first 50 cents he ever earned picking cotton at the age of eight 
was spent for a songbook. Concerned with the lack of young people studying stringed 
instruments, Mrs. Buttram helped to establish string music programs at many Oklahoma City 
high schools. “Without strings, the great heritage of symphonic and chamber music given us 
through the centuries will be lost,” she once said.

Together, the couple created the Buttram String Awards shortly after World War II to 
encourage more young people to study to be string 
musicians. Frank died in 1966 and Merle in 1971.  In 1991, 
their family moved the award program to the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation. Today, the Buttram String 
Awards remains an annual statewide competition for high 
school students and continues to reward aspiring musicians 
such as Brendan Bradford. For Brendan, the winner of the 
2009 Buttram string bass competition, the award will help 
him pursue his love for music. Brendan will enter his 
freshman year this fall at Oklahoma City University to seek 
a degree in music in bass performance. “The Buttram 
competition has encouraged me to work harder and to 
become a better bass player,” says Brendan. “In addition to 
helping prepare me for a future in music performance, the 
award will also help offset my college expenses.”
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