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Special Care provides educational and therapeutic child care for children  
with disabilities and support services for their families. The organization has 
received several grants from the Florida M. Knight Trust.
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1970s
Florida M. Knight: A desire to help children
A working woman ahead of her time, Florida M. Knight became the sole owner 
of the family business in 1924 following her divorce.  In addition to being a 
businesswoman and a single mother to two children, Mrs. Knight was a noted 
child advocate.  She devoted her time and resources to improving the health and 
well being of disabled children through her support of orphanages and other 
children-related charities.  She also made possible the installation of a stained 
glass window titled “Jesus Blessing the Little Children” for the Wesley United 
Methodist Church sanctuary.

Although she sold her business in 1928, Mrs. Knight maintained ownership of 
several commercial buildings in downtown Oklahoma City.  A thoughtful woman 
with a vision for fulfilling her passion, Mrs. Knight placed a building located 
at 314 Park Avenue in a trust with a provision that income derived from the 
building be used to help children “find happiness in spite of their handicaps.”

Mrs. Knight eventually moved to California where she died in 1964, and the Park 
Avenue building was later torn down.  In 1977, her family transferred the trust’s 
assets to the Oklahoma City Community Foundation where the Florida M. Knight 
Trust was established as a Field of Interest Fund. 

Over the past 32 years, the trust has awarded numerous grants to nonprofit 
organizations who work with children with disabilities including Coffee Creek 
Riding Center, The Children’s Center and Special Care to name a few.  For 
Special Care, grants from the Florida M. Knight Trust have supported tuition 
assistance, basic medical care and training for staff.  Pam Newby, executive 
director, says the grants have made a real impact on the children in her care.
 
“Because of the support of the Florida M. Knight Trust, laughter and happiness 
is now part of their lives and they know that they are accepted for the wonderfully 
unique children they are with no imposed limits on who they can become,” Newby 
says.  “The only thing that could make us even happier would be if Mrs. Knight 
could see firsthand the difference she has made.”

Noteworthy Events
1970
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
banker Jasper D. Ackerman made 
a $25,000 gift to the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation for 
the benefit of the National Cowboy 
& Western Heritage Museum.  The 
gift established the first endowment 
fund for the sole benefit of a sole 
organization.  Today, the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation 
administers the country’s largest 
charitable organization endowment 
program with 298 participating 
organizations and a June 30, 2009 
value of $114.3 million.

1974
The Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation distributed $70,000 back 
into the community in 1974, more 
than double its distribution just three 
years earlier.  The idea of a community 
foundation was taking hold and donor 
support was steadily increasing.

1979
An anonymous donor offered the 
first ever match challenge opportunity 
to charitable organizations with 
endowments.  The challenge offered 
to match any funds raised by these 
organizations for their endowments 
at the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation.  The challenge netted 
$740,000 which was then matched, 
dollar for dollar, by the donor 
revealed later to be John Kirkpatrick.
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