
Coyle and Berry Families
Helping Former Foster  
Care Children 
Vanessa Morrison became a ward of the court at age 13 and remained in foster care until she 
graduated from high school. And while the Oklahoma Department of Human Resources 
provides assistance for college expenses for former foster care children, it’s the day-to-day  
living expenses that can often be a barrier to success for these students. That’s when the 
Oklahoma Youth With Promise program can help.

The scholarship endowment, which provides support for former foster care children in 
Oklahoma who are seeking post-secondary education, was originally established by the Coyle 
and Berry families in 1988 as the Plaza Foundation Scholarship. At that time the families owned 
several commercial properties including the Nichols Hills Plaza. They asked their marketing 
consultant, Jean Lehr, to help them find a charitable cause to support and she recommended a 
scholarship for former foster care children. Nolan Coyle says the idea of helping these children 
continue their education and attain a college degree was just what the families were looking for.

In 1996, the families moved the scholarship fund to the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation to establish a permanent endowment fund now named the Oklahoma Youth 
With Promise program. The families continue to support the program through gifts to the 
endowment and Nolan Coyle serves on the program’s committee.

To ensure the endowment fund will have the greatest impact, the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation established relationships with state agencies to identify eligible former foster care 
children. In addition, annual distributions from other endowments to the Oklahoma Youth 
With Promise fund help ensure that the students’ needs are met. Since 1996, the fund has 
assisted 332 individuals.

“Receiving this help over the years has meant so much to me,” Vanessa says. “It’s really about 
people wanting to make a difference and help change people’s lives.”  Vanessa will graduate 
from the University of Oklahoma in December of 2011 with a bachelor’s degree in human 
relations and a minor in women and gender studies. Her career goal is to one day be a mental 
health therapist.

“Women need a strong role model, especially young girls,” Vanessa says. “Just what I’ve gone 
through and how I’ve been able to survive, I just really want to help others.” 
And thanks in part to the Coyle and Berry families and the Oklahoma Youth With Promise 
endowment fund there’s no doubt Vanessa will do just that.
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